FY2009 Projects
Rep. Kay Granger
Assistance to Improve Water Quality for Tarrant County, TX: $336,000

This funding will be used by the Tarrant Regional Water District in cooperation with the Texas Water Resources Institute at Texas A&M to improve water quality in Tarrant County.  The project aims to create a watershed protection plan and improve the water quality in the five reservoirs that supply water for the majority of Fort Worth and fifty-nine surrounding communities.  

White Settlement Emergency Management, Police, and Fire Department Interoperable Communications Project: $500,000
Requested funding for White Settlement to begin the process of updating the city’s radio equipment.  The city is not capable of transmitting information between agencies due to aging radio systems and lack of funding. Many times response to situations would improve by partnering or sharing resources.  This project will help facilitate that sharing.

Advanced Law Enforcement Rapid Response Training (ALERRT): $1,200,000
Currently the Texas Christian University Police Department and Ft. Worth Police Department are on the waiting list for advanced ALERRT training.  The ALERRT training center is located at Texas State in San Marcos.  The program provides first responders with training on how to effectively respond to, address, and stop an active shooter.  It uses a nationally standardized format to meet the training needs of law enforcement agents across the nation.  The police officer who responded to a recent shooting in a Utah mall had this training, and has publicly stated that it helped him to quickly stop the shooter.

America SCORES Fort Worth Expansion: $150,000
The requested funding will be used to expand to at least five new public elementary schools in the Fort Worth area, reaching upwards of 125 additional elementary students in the urban center.  SCORES is an after-school program that uses soccer, creative writing, and community service to improve academic performance, health and well-being among at-risk youth in urban public elementary schools.  
Child Abuse Training Programs for Judicial Personnel: Victims Act Model Courts Project: $920,000
The National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges (NCJFCJ) has a primary focus on improving juvenile and family courts and system practice in handling of cases involving children and their families.  NCJFCJ provides continuing education, technical assistance, research, statistics, publications and policy development.

This funding will be used in planning and programming for work in Model Courts and in jurisdictions nationwide, including site-based and local, regional and national interdisciplinary training programs; Model Court site visits; Model Court cross-site visits; All-Sites Meetings; outreach to national State Court Improvement Programs; direct technical assistance to Model Courts and other jurisdictions nationwide; mentoring of non-Model Court jurisdictions; publications for national dissemination; research to evaluate Model Court work; and networking with national organizations. This project focuses on improving court practice in handling child abuse and neglect cases in jurisdictions across the country, and will have significant impact on the over 513,000 children in the nation’s foster care systems. 

Central City Bypass Channel: $6,000,000
The Army Corps of Engineers recommends in the final Environmental Impact Statement an integrated, comprehensive solution for flood control in the Central City area to include transportation, environmental restoration, and community redevelopment components, including constructing a 1.5-mile flood-control bypass channel.  These funds will be used for the excavation of the bypass channel.

Farmer’s Branch/White Settlement Flood Control: Continuing authority
The goal of this project is to improve the channelization of Farmers Branch flowing through the center of White Settlement, to mitigate major flooding problems affecting family residential properties and commercial entities.  The recommended plan consists of a grass and rock-lined channel with widths of cut varying from 55 to 120 feet between White Settlement Road and Las Vegas Trail.  The continuing authority will be used for planning and design.
Upper Trinity River Basin Study: $382,000
Preliminary watershed-wide feasibility investigations identified 88 measures for more detailed study in the Upper Trinity River Basin. Subsequently, seven interim feasibility studies have been initiated with 11 cities, one county, and one special district to undertake more detailed studies for the purposes of addressing flood risk management, ecosystem restoration and recreation opportunities within these areas.  FY2009 funds will be used for the Big Fossil Creek Watershed Interim Feasibility Study.
Magnetoencephalography (MEG) Technology, Cook Children’s Medical Center: $666,000
Magnetoencephalography (MEG) technology is necessary in order for Cook Children’s Medical Center to continue their research in the neurosciences.  MEG technology, combined with Cook Children’s existing iMRI and pediatric neuroscience resources, will provide the best available treatment to cure Texas children afflicted with epilepsy, brain tumors, and other devastating neurological disorders.  Funds will be used for the purchase of equipment and the construction costs necessary to install the MEG technology.  

Harris Methodist Fort Worth Hospital Palliative Care Unit: $618,000
Funds will be used for the renovation and construction of a 16-bed palliative care unit.  Palliative care is healthcare that specializes in the relief of suffering and the achievement of best possible quality of life for patients with advanced illness and their families.  It is offered simultaneously with all other appropriate medical treatment. 

Doctorate in Nurse Anesthesia Practice Initiative, Texas Wesleyan University: $247,000
Funds will be used by Texas Wesleyan University for equipment costs to support the new on-line Doctorate program in Nurse Anesthesia Practice.   Harris Methodist hospital is the primary clinical site for Texas Wesleyan University’s nurse anesthetist program.  Funding will be used to upgrade the network and enhance current audio/visual technologies for curriculum development and deployment to support instructional needs for the new doctoral program. 
Henderson Street Bridge: $1,520,000
Funds will be used for the construction of the Henderson Street bridge through the Trinity Uptown area.  

Trinity River Vision Economic Development Initiative: $285,000
The Army Corps of Engineers recommends in the final Environmental Impact Statement an integrated, comprehensive solution for flood control in the Central City area to include transportation, environmental restoration, and community redevelopment components, including constructing a 1.5-mile flood-control bypass channel.  These funds will be used to purchase property for construction of the bypass channel.

Interstate 35-W Congestion Relief: $1,085,000
This project will provide congestion relief for I-35W between downtown Fort Worth and SH-114 near the Denton/Tarrant County line.  These funds are for engineering and design.  Relief of regional congestion along this road segment is critical and would address significant emissions concerns.  Additionally, this eventual expansion of I-35W would also continue facilitating economic expansion of north Fort Worth, the Alliance Airport area, and northern Tarrant County.  

Alliance Airport Runway Extension: $1,757,000
Funds will be used for the extension of existing main runway. Project includes lengthening the runway by 1,400 feet to 11,000 feet and includes extension of taxiways, relocation of FM Road 156, and relocation of BNSF main line, and extension of Eagle Parkway.

CNG Bus Replacement, The Fort Worth “T” Transportation Authority: $1,425,000
Funds will be used to continue the replacement of the T’s aging bus fleet.  The new buses are clean-burning natural gas vehicles, wheel chair accessible and complete with security cameras for driver and passenger safety.
Tarrant County Pre-Disaster Mitigation: $1 million
Tarrant County will use this funding to plan localized flood control and storm water management projects and will bring municipalities under its jurisdiction up to national standards.  This flood control and storm water management work is very important for Tarrant County because the west fork of the Trinity River flows through the county.  Enhanced flood control and storm management would positively impact the lives of county residents as well as other Texans that reside downstream on the Trinity River.

AN/AVS-7 Day Heads-Up Display (DayHUD): $5 million
This product is a day version of the currently fielded night Heads-Up Display for the Aviator Night Vision Imaging System night vision goggles.  The Day HUD provides the same aircraft and mission performance data to the pilots as the ANVIS version to give them access to “time critical” information while also keeping their eyes on the target or landing zone.  The system completes the picture for the aircrew, provides increased safety, and reduces the likelihood of mishaps involving brown out or lack of situational awareness by the pilots. 

UH-60A Rewiring Program: $5 million

The rewiring of aging UH-60 aircraft will ensure a single, standardized aircraft configuration, reduce extensive maintenance time requirements needed to isolate electronic malfunctions, and enhance operational safety due to the age of the wire within the aircraft.  
NNSA Metals Declassification for Reuse by DoD in Armaments: $2.72 million
A critical Army need is lightweight and specialty metals to support development of advanced armors, vehicles, and weapon systems; however, these metals are extremely expensive.  The DOE has a major stockpile of specialty metals recovered from decommissioned warheads.  This program delivers a process that allows DOE to safely, securely, and efficiently discard these metals through a unique microwave melting furnace and plasma melting.  

Smart Machinery Spaces System: $2.4 million

Shipboard machinery spaces are currently inspected using a costly manual process. Manual data collection and analyses require significant manpower, and results are often inconsistent.  This system supports a smart sensor node, an information systems network, and video-based situational awareness and fire detection capability.  This program fully supports the Navy’s January 2007 Naval Science and Technology Strategic Plan, which one of the focus area include Affordability, Maintainability and Reliability.  The vision of that focus area was to “Reduce acquisition and lifecycle cost of Naval Platforms through design tools, reduced maintenance, intelligent diagnostics and automation.”  This program reduces maintenance and lifecycle costs, provides for remote monitoring of the equipment and allows for a reduction in manpower. 

MK 19 Crew Served Weapons System trainer: $328,000

Acquisition of the systems, which provides initial and sustainment marksmanship training, gunnery and tactical training, and “shoot/don’t shoot training,” will enhance the battle readiness of the Texas National Guard and will aid in the transformation of the Guard into an Operational Force.  

RC-26B Modernization: $7.2 million

The RC-26B performs critical intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) missions in support of national disaster response by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Customs and Border Protection (CBP), Air National Guard, and in direct support of Special Operations Forces in the GWOT.  The Air National Guard (ANG) operates a fleet of eleven RC-26B aircraft that provide support to individual states for disaster relief and counter-drug missions.  As the demands for the RC-26Bs proven utility increased, non-availability of the platform due to use in GWOT operations have prevented ANG crews from performing their domestic assigned missions.

Special Operations Command funded the modification of five RC-26B aircraft— to provide ISR missions in support of deployed operations.  With five RC-26B aircraft deployed in support of missions outside of the continental United States, an availability vacuum at the state level has occurred.  The remaining six RC-26B aircraft (from Mississippi, Arizona, Florida, Texas, West Virginia and New York) are not sufficient to support the disaster relief and counter-narcotics missions of both the ANG and DHS/CBP.

Network Centric Collaborative Targeting (NCCT) for the P-3C: $3.2 million

NCCT is an Air Force program that provides legacy and new ISR assets with transformational networking capabilities.  NCCT takes advantage of existing platform sensors which dramatically improves the probability of detection, accuracy of identification, precision location, and timeliness.  This integration of newer technologies expands the networking range, thus enabling wider information-sharing and obviating the need for newer sensors.  CENTCOM endorsed this technology as one that can solve immediate operational needs.  The integration of sensors enabled by NCCT software will provide a low cost, near term option for greatly enhancing US capabilities in Maritime Domain Awareness, Strike Support, and Undersea Warfare.  The effect of using existing platforms and sensors as a team allows for target detection, location, and identification against time critical targets and threats, as well as support war fighting and counter-terrorism operations abroad when integrated with US Intelligence and Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR) systems.  

Vision Integrating Strategies in Ophthalmology and Neurochemistry (VISION):$3.2 million

The research performed by the VISION team will target the various causes and effects of visual damage resulting from both ocular injuries and eye exposure to the elements during combat operations.  This research will ultimately be used to develop compounds and novel therapeutic strategies to more quickly return an injured warfighter to his unit.   More significantly, the goal is to have the Services be able to equip warfighters and combat medical personnel with therapy solutions that can be (1) administered preventatively, (2) self-administered or (3) easily deployed and administered in the field.  This will enable the effective delivery of therapies that take advantage of the narrow time window that eye injuries have for most effective treatment once the damage has occurred.  In addition, the development of effective treatments for these conditions could save the U.S. government hundreds of millions of dollars annually in preservation of combat readiness, improvement of the visual performance of reenlisting soldiers and in reduction of long-term health care related costs.  

Flashlight Soldier-to-Soldier Combat Identification System: $5.6 million

Friendly Fire is a serious problem for the U.S. military and its coalition partners.  Friendly Fire casualties occur frequently and weaken the resolve of some coalition partners.  Per capita, U.S. Friendly Fire casualties increased 300% during the 2003 invasion of Iraq compared to 1991 Desert Storm.  Efforts to reduce Friendly Fire casualties through “doctrine and training” and “Blue Force Tracking” have not succeeded.  The Flashlight project equips the soldier with rifle mounted/body worn hardware that immediately identifies friendly soldiers and equipment at the point of engagement.  Funds would go toward phase 2 of the development of a bottom-up, rifle mounted/body worn hardware Combat ID capability that reduces U.S. and coalition Friendly Fire casualties and increases combat effectiveness.  Follow-on Flashlight antennas can be mounted on platforms (tanks, etc.) and aircraft to create a single-system Combat ID capability that can be integrated into advanced communications systems (FCS).  This project develops 10-prototype M4 rifle mounted/body worn devices for military testing in 18-months.  The plan for the project will be adjusted according to the funding level in the final agreement.

Enhanced Holographic Imager (EHI): $2.48 million

This program will reduce the size and enhance efficiency of the holographic imager system currently used to produce 3D imagery for the Army’s Tactical Battlefield Visualization program. The FY09 funds will be administered by the U.S. Army Engineering Research and Development Center (USAERDC) and will complete the EHI development program, with the delivery of a fully-tested prototype of the field-deployable Enhanced Holographic Imager. The Enhanced Holographic Imager (EHI) system is needed by DOD to reduce the time now required to provide 3D imagery to Coalition Forces in Iraq for intelligence and operation planning.

Center for Geospatial Intelligence & Investigation (GII): $1.52 million

The Center for Geospatial Intelligence & Investigation is conducting research of interest to the US military. Recognizing the need for better tools to track down insurgents responsible for kidnapping, maiming, and killing US Forces, allies, and civilians in operations in OIF and OEF, the Army sanctioned the initial stage of this project through the Army Topographic Engineering Center in FY06. This project is designed to assist in counter-IED (improvised explosive devices) efforts having a direct impact on increased safety levels and reduced risk of injury and/or death for U.S. military forces deployed to OIF and OEF.  Funds will be used for the next phase of the project supported by the US Marines Systems Command.  Employing a cross-disciplinary approach, GII seeks to help military and military intelligence officials build more powerful investigative and analytic tools. This project will continue to develop computer modeling based on insurgent behavioral theories to help extract knowledge from information and data, assisting military officials in predicting insurgent activity areas and bases of operation.  Components of the project will focus on suicide attacks, attacks along main supply routes/roads, and the use of specialized technology to depict the “Behavioral Decision-Making Template” of insurgents.  

Authorized Emergency Satellite Communication Packages (JISCC): $2.8 million

Texas Military Forces is authorized, but not fully funded, for 10 Joint Incident Scene Communication Capability (JISCC) packages needed to support the various disaster command posts including JIATF HQ, each subordinate task force command post, local incident command posts, EOCs, and other multi-agency coordination centers.  There are 2 JISCCa on-hand.  Funding for this project would procure 8 authorized, but not-funded, JISCC packages required for disaster response.  JISCC system uses DoD satellites eliminating the persistent shortage of funds to pay for commercial satellite service.  This equipment fully enables the Texas National Guard Joint Inter-Agency Task Force (JIATF) to Command and Control its Inter-Agency structure across the State, or out of State in support of other States under EMAC, best serving as DoD’s lead agent for disaster response in Texas.   

Air Force Plant 4 (AFP 4) Physical Security Enhancements: $2.072 million

Air Force Plant 4 is a critical Government Owned Contractor Operated (GOCO) Industrial facility dedicated to the design, development, and manufacture of tactical fighter aircraft systems, including the F-16, F-22 and the F-35.  Protection of this facility, its human resources, and its unique manufacturing capabilities from determined threats is required in order to reduce the potential for disruption to these critical DoD programs.  

Security Forces Building / Combat Arms Addition: $5 million

The Air Force has increased its need for Security Forces personnel.  That has resulted in an increase of Security Forces personnel at the 136th Airlift Wing.  Current space and facilities are inadequate (the building is less than 50% of the authorized and required size).  The project is programmed for FY11 but needs to be constructed earlier to accommodate the training and readiness of the 136th Airlift Wing’s growing force of Security Personnel and their role in the GWOT.  
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